ments of universities, and teacher training institutes offer a seventy-hour course in logic. At theatrical and art schools and institutes of architecture, and at conservatories of music, the curriculum includes a seventyhour course in aesthetics. A course in the history of philosophy is given in the departments of the humanities at universities and teacher training institutes. Higher schools in some of the union republics teach the history of religion and atheism.
Lectures and seminars are the main methods of teaching philosophy, with lectures playing the guiding role. To make clear to the students the important part which advanced philosophical theory plays in practical activity, lecturers present the basic premisses of the course in their strictly logical interconnection, make wide use of the latest findings in natural and social sciences in discnssing philosophical problems, and analyse facts and phenomena of modern life.
Lecturers are not reqnired to deal with all the problems to be studied in the course. They concentrate on the key points. Teachers of philosophy in the Soviet higher schools must be able to link up philosophy organically with the subject in which the students are specializing.
Much attention is paid to the organization of seminars in philosophy. Seminars supplement the lecture course. They tie in the study of the classics of Marxism-Leninism with present-day achievements in science and in the life of society. In the study of Lenin's "Materialism and Empirio-Criticism," for example, such points as Lenin's thesis concerning the inexhaustibility of the material world, his concept of matter, and his treatment of motion, time, and space are examined in the light of the latest discoveries of various forms of matter (the discovery of various particles and anti-particles, fields and anti-fields), the theory of relativity, non-Euclidean geometry, cybernetics, and so on.
Departments of natural science conduct seminars on the philosophical problems of present-day natural science. After examining general problems pertaining to the interrelation of natural science and philosophy at different stages of their development throughout history, they dwell on philosophical problems of the sciences in which the given departments specialize. Seminars in physics departments, for instance, go into the problem of causality in the history of science and present-day natural science; a criticism of indeterminism in quantum mechanics; the concept of mass and energy in present-day physics, etc.
As distinct from lectures, which are delivered to a large group, seminars, as a rule, are conducted with groups of from 15 to 25 students. Each student is thus able to take an active part in the discussions.
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Through creative seminar discussions under an instructor's guidance students elucidate the substance of the main points of a subject and develop an ability to express and defend their views on philosophical problems. Furthermore, the seminars are a means of checking up on the students' independent work.
Provisions are made that students may consult instructors in groups or individually in order to receive help with the most difficult points in the course. Student theoretical conferences are held once a term. In 1958, for example, a number of universities held theoretical conferences on "Criticism of Modern Philosophical Revisionism" and "Philosophical Problems of Contemporary Natural Science." Students took an active part in the conferences.
The syllabi in the philosophical sciences at higher schools are the fruit of many years' work on the part of the departments of philosophy. They leave much to the initiative of the departments and teachers, giving only an approximate list of the literature to be used, and the order of the topics and the number of hours per seminar. The best solutions to problems in the teaching of philosophy found by different departments will help to improve the syllabi further.
Here is a general idea of how dialectical and historical materialism, which is studied at all Soviet higher schools, is taught. The course opens with an introduction intended to give the student an understanding of Marxist-Leninist philosophy as the legitimate successor to the progressive features of all previous philosophy and to show the essence of the revolution which Marx and Engels brought about in philosophy.
The section of the course dealing with dialectical materialism uses extensive examples from history and natural science to demonstrate the material unity of the world and the laws governing its development. The laws and categories of materialist dialectics and the dialectics of the process of cognition are studied. This section is presented as a unity of dialectics: the theory of knowledge and logic.
The teaching of materialist dialectics is divided into the following aspects: the dialectics of nature, dealing with the general laws of movement and development in nature; the dialectics of history, dealing with the universal and general laws of the development of society; dialectical logic, dealing with the laws and forms of thinking; the theory of knowledge, dealing with the laws and forms of cognition. Dialectics is taught as a unity of all these aspects.
The section on historical materialism is arranged in such a way as to present, profoundly and convincingly, the meaning of the materialist 40 S. KALTAKHCHYAN &Y. PETROV understanding of history. The laws governing the material life of society and the ecouomic structure of society, and forming the foundation of man's diversified spiritual life, are studied as the real basis of the historical process.
A considerable part of the course is devoted to studying the establishment and development of the Socialist form of society, and to general and specific features in the building of Socialism in different countries. There is detailed examination of the growing activity of the popular masses under present-day conditions and of how, under Socialism, the constructive effort of the masses to build a new society assumes dimensions hitherto unknown. Here the problem of freedom and necessity and the ways in which man may employ the objective laws of social development are elucidated.
Much attention is devoted to showing the role of ideas, science, and art in the life of society and to examining problems of culture, morality, the family, and everyday life. The section on historical materialism also gives a scientific treatment of the problem of peaceful coexistence of the two systems and ways of averting wars in the present era.
The Soviet Union's youth are educated in a spirit of profound respect for the cultural heritage of the past. They carry out to the letter the precept of the great Lenin that one cannot become a builder of the new society without having assimilated all the spiritual riches accumulated by mankind throughout the centuries. The course in the history of philosophy at colleges and universities covers the main schools and trends of the past as well as contemporary European, Asian, and American philosophical and sociological doctrines.
Since 1917 the overwhelming majority of the classical philosophical works of other countries have been translated into Russian and have gone through several editions. New editions of the selected works of Feuerbach, Spinoza, Diderot, and other Western European philosophers of the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries have appeared recently. A new fifteen-volume edition of Hegel is to come out soon. Two volumes of a history of philosophy, from ancient times to the middle of the last century, were published not long ago by the Institute of Philosophy of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. with the participation of college and university teachers. Now being prepared for the press is a new edition of a philosophical library, including writings by philosophers of nearly all the countries of the world from ancient times to the present: selected works of Plato, Aristotle, Epicurus, Lucretius, Bacon, Hobbes, Descartes, Gassendi, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Kant, Fichte, Schelling, and many others, as well as works by writers of the Enlightenment, revolutionary democrats, and Marxists.
The history of philosophy course gives students an idea of the natural, historically conditioned process of the development of human knowledge, which proceeds as a struggle between materialism and idealism, dialectics and metaphysics. They acquire a thorough understanding of the gnosiological and class roots of the different philosophical systems and trends. Scientific in their approach, the syllabi provide for a thorough examination of the views of idealistic philosophers as well as of exponents of materialism. This comprehensiveness enables a Soviet student to gain a better idea of the social and gnosiological foundations of different idealistic and metaphysical schools and thereby strengthen his dialectical materialist position. Thus, a comprehensive scientific materialist world outlook is developed.
Teachers of philosophy and researchers in philosophy are trained at departments and graduate schools of philosophy at Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, and Tbilisi Universities, at the institutes of philosophy of the U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences and Academy of Social Sciences, and at philosophy departments in other large schools of higher learuing.
Next year it is planned to increase the term of study in departments of philosophy from five years to six. The curricula of these departments link up philosophy with other sciences, especially natural science, as well as with the construction of a Communist society. A wide range of philosophical sciences, world history, and the fundamentals of modern sciences are studied. To improve the training of philosophers it is planned to devote more hours to other sciences, bringing the number up to 1,500 for each of the following groups: physics and mathematics, biology and chemistry, political economy, history, the theory and history of art, law, etc. These sciences are not studied as an end in themselves. They are necessary for a thorough mastery of Marxist-Leninist philosophy, which cannot be attained of itself or as a supplement to the study of other sciences.
The curricula also offer elective courses. Elective courses for students of philosophy at Moscow University in recent years have included "Philosophical Problems in Contemporary Physical Theories of Space Students in graduate schools of philosophy include, besides graduates of philosophy departments, men and women who have received a higher education in mathematics, chemistry, history, or other sciences. The period of graduate study is three years. During the first 12 to 18 months a student takes examinations in the subject in which he is specializing (history of philosophy, logic, aesthetics, etc.), a foreign language, and dialectical and historical materialism. The last is obligatory for graduate students of all fields (engineering, medicine, and so on). There is an annual check of the progress made by each graduate student. At the end of his study at the graduate school the student presents a thesis for the degree of Candidate of Philosophical Sciences.
In the Soviet Union an education in philosophy may also be obtained at correspondence and evening divisions of universities and graduate schools. Students of these divisions naturally have less opportunity to attend lectures and seminars since they work as well as study. They are given great assistance in studying independently. They receive an additional paid vacation annually in order to prepare for and take examinations. The term of study for correspondence students is one or two years longer than for regular students.
At Soviet higher schools instruction and research by teachers of philosophy are being more closely linked up, the teachers being more frequently attached to departments in which they have a scientific interest. This arrangement raises the theoretical level of instruction and helps teachers in their research.
Much attention is devoted to helping a teacher of philosophy to improve as instructor and researcher. The universities in Moscow and Kiev have institutes giving advanced training to teachers of social sciences. These teachers spend five months studying the latest findings in the science they teach and in allied sciences. Heads of departments have the right to free instructors doing successful research from part of their teaching hours. Every assistance is given to teachers working on theses. Teachers about to complete their theses for the degree of Candidate may be attached for one year to the country's leading departments of philosophy. People combining teaching at a higher school with research on broad theoretical problems in preparation for a doctoral thesis receive paid leaves lasting from three months to one year.
Each large educational centre has basic departments which coordinate the research done by teachers of philosophy in the given city or region. There are regional associations of philosophers at the Ural, Voronezh, Tbilisi, Yerevan, Azerbaijan, Kiev, and Byelorussian Universities, the teacher training institute in Krasnoyarsk, and other higher schools. The basic departments draw up programmes of long-range research, covering five to seven years, for their regions. The compilation of the programmes stimulates creative contacts between various departments and teachers.
Many departments promote research by their teachers into certain general, comprehensive problems. At Perm University, for example, the philosophy department does research along two main lines: dialectical materialism and the unity and diversity of forms of movement of matter and the classification of sciences; and historical materialism and the general laws governing the development of society. Joint research has enabled members of the department to produce papers advancing a number of new ideas concerning classification of sciences and the theory of the material unity of the world, as well as the problem of the laws of development of production.
The U.S.S.R. Ministry of Higher Education has established a Scientific and Technical Council which has a philosophy section. The task of this section is to co-ordinate the research done by departments of philosophy at all the country's higher schools. Intercollegiate scientific conferences also serve to co-ordinate research. A theoretical conference held in Moscow in May 1958 on the topic "Criticism of the Modem Philosophy of Revisionism" was attended by philosophy teachers from many parts of the country. They heard reports on the social and gnosiological roots of revisionism and dogmatism; on revisionism in the Marxist-Leninist theory of classes and the class struggle, the state and revolution, Socialist humanism and the aesthetics of Socialist realism, and other questions. Many teachers took part in the discussion of the reports.
What are the main trends in the research in philosophy carried on at higher schools?
In dialectical materialism the most vital problem is that of the unity of materialist dialectics, logic, and the theory of knowledge. At the basis of a many-sided elaboration of this problem lies Lenin's precept that dialectics as the science of the most general laws of life is at the same time a teaching about the abstractional functioning of the human mind, a scientific theory of knowledge, and a teaching about the process of cognition, the forms of thinking, and the logic of cognition.
The problem of dialectical materialism and natural science holds a leading place in research programmes. At the foundation of the elaboration of this problem lies a materialist theory about the modern achievements in physics (the theory of relativity, the quantum theory, nuclear physics), chemistry, biology, and physiology, and a criticism of idealistic and metaphysical trends in modem natural science, including neopositivist theories.
Teachers of philosophy are doing research on many problems of the sociology of historical materialism. The main aspect of this work is a sociological study of the laws governing Socialist society and a generalization of the experience gained in building Socialism in the U.S.S.R. and China and the other People's Democracies. Problems connected with the change in the class structure of the new society, and the changing nature of classes, are analysed. Of considerable interest in this connection is the joint research on the cultural and technical advance of the working class in Socialist society carried out by the department of philosophy at the Ural University.
Many teachers of philosophy are interested in elucidating the role of the subjective factor in social development and the significance of ideas as an active force in historical progress. Research along these lines is being carried on at a number of Moscow higher schools, the Bashkir, Kharkov, and Tbilisi Universities, and the Azerbaijan Teacher Training Institute. Philosophy teachers in Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Odessa, Kharkov, Tbilisi, and other cities are investigating problems of religion and atheism. Extensive research is being conducted on the rOle of the popular masses and the individual in history. Philosophy teachers at the Ural, Kazan, Bashkir, and Kharkov Universities, the teacher training institute in Tbilisi, and other higher schools are studying this problem. Papers are being written on the history of ethical doctrines. Problems of the ethics of Socialist society are being worked out.
Theoretical aspects of the peaceful co-existence of the two world systems have been dealt with comprehensively in research at departments of philosophy.
Considerable work is being done on unsolved problems in the history of ancient philosophy, Western European philosophy, and the history of philosophy among the peoples of the U.S.S.R., the peoples of the East, and the People's Democracies. Research into the history of MarxistLeninist philosophy holds a special place.
Research by departments of philosophy raises the level of instruction, making it more creative. In the past few years alone professors and docents in many departments of philosophy have published a number of important theoretical works. Much work has also been done to collect, systematize, and analyse extensive scientific material and to publish writings by outstanding philosophers of this country. The centre organizing this work is Moscow University's department of the history of the philosophy of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. The teaching staff of the department has put out a twovolume study entitled Essays on the History of Philosophical and Social and Political Thought of the Peoples of the U.S.S.R. Extensive research is also conducted at other colleges and universites. The department at the Yaroslavk Teacher Training Institute recently outstripped their Moscow COlleagues by publishing a fine study of the categories of materialist dialectics. Transactions and monographs recently published by the philosophy .departments at the Ural, Tbilisi, and Yerevan Universities and the Ivanovo and Krasnoyarsk Teacher Training Institutes aroused considerable interest in Soviet philosophical circles and were praised as an illustration of the rapidly rising level of scholarship at "peripheral" departments.
Onite a number of philosophers have come to the fore in Soviet times in once backward border regions that were oppressed by tsarism. Professor Mordvinov, a Yakut, successfully presented his doctoral thesis in Moscow several years ago; he is now rector and head of the philosophy department at Yakutsk University. Professor Bogoutdinov, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences and member of the Tajik Academy of Sciences, has published an extensive study of the philosophy of Avicenna (ibn Sina).
Philosophy teachers, like philosophers in the U.S.S.R. in general, strive to expand their contacts with colleagues in other countries. They exchange research works on a reciprocal basis and contribute to foreign periodicals. Russian translations of the most interesting books on philosophy that appear abroad are published regularly in the Soviet Union. Much interest was aroused, for instance, by the Russian editions of works by Maurice Cornforth, Todor Pavlov, R. Garody, J. D. Bernal, In recent years Soviet philosophers have taken part in the philosophy congress in Zurich, the sociological congress in Amsterdam, and other international meetings. An international conference of sociologists on problems of peaceful coexistence was held in Moscow in the winter of 1958. Soviet philosophers are now preparing to take part in the international philosophy congress to be convened this autumn in Venice.
